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A Word From Our Pastor
I am so thankful for you and all that you do for Jesus and for our church. We had another
incredible year at Southgate in 2018-2019! God moved in the lives of hundreds of
people through our services, LifeGroups, LifeClasses, AMPED, Kidville, Young Adult
ministries, and special events that we had throughout the year. All of this is because you
allowed God to use you to help other people. You volunteered, you gave generously,
you led groups, you taught classes, you attended services.
I am so grateful for you! It is the joy of my life to be your pastor, because you love God,
you love people, and you love the Church.
As we begin our 2019-2020 church year, God has put it on my heart for us to have a
greater understanding of what it means to live beyond ourself. What I’ve found is that to
live beyond ourselves requires a God that is beyond us. We live in culture that is
dominated by the god of me..

Living Beyond
Ourselves
Few of us really have a vision of God beyond ourselves. It is only when we come to this
understanding that we can truly live beyond blessed and be a blessing to others and
inspiring life around us.

Recounting what God has done
looking ahead to what is next.

Through our church family we have already witnessed what God can do
through a group of people who are living beyond self; baptisms, people Uniting
with Jesus, Inspire Projects, Mission Trips, Building and Renovations. My prayer
is that we would be a church that prays for the Holy Spirit to reveal what is next.

Who is God calling us to love?
Where is God calling us to go?
Who is God calling us to become?
As your pastor, I find it so exciting to serve alongside you on this journey
together! I love you so much, and I am so very proud of you!

P.B.
(Pastor Ben Last)

Romans 8:28
"And we know that in all things God
works for the good of those who
love him, who have been called
according to his purpose.

A life giving
Church
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Our Purpose
We exist to Unite people with God, to
grow faithful and passionate followers
of Jesus, who inspire life and lead
others to do the same.

Uniting lives
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11

59

8

Child Dedications

Lives United with Jesus

Baptisms

Growing Lives
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11

340

1350 Guests

Teaching Series

Next Steps Taken

Over 8 Christmas Services

Inspiring Lives
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295

18

52

Volunteers Serving

Outreach Events

Children Sponsored

Winchester Campus
I am honoured to serve as the Campus pastor and
look forward to discovering how we will grow
together in this coming year.
This has been an exciting full
year! As we stepped into the
Unite, Grow and Inspire strategy
of being a Life Giving Church
we have seen people unite their
lives with Jesus and His church.
People who haven't attended
church in a long time, and some
who never had Jesus or church
as part of their lives, have found
a home. Our Amped Students
and LifeGroups have taken their
own Next Steps and have
started to grow to be more like
Jesus.

Lastly, the way that people
have started to Inspire life
through serving and living out
their faith in the community
beyond our walls has been
really powerful. A personal
highlight was the outreach
events in our community and
the growing attendance on
Sundays and at AMPED. I am
excited for what God has in
store as we find our place in
North Dundas as a young,
growing, life giving church.

-Pastor Matthew Gates

Growing Leaders

LEADERSHIP TEAM MEMBERS: Paula Ernst, Jodi Ferguson, Amanda Fraser, Melissa Gates,
Dave and Wanda Goodridge, Jessica Luimes, Greg Taylor, and Erin Zollinger.
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This spring a group of wiling leaders stepped into a more
active role within the Winchester campus through leading
LifeGroups and serving on Sundays. It is exciting to see this
leadership team grow into place.
Thank you for investing your time and talents in this way!

"It was in serving I realized,
I really love my church"
- Jonny Zollinger,
A/V Volunteer

Music can set the table for a
moment of real connection with
God and with others. I love having
a role in preparing the room!
- Greg Taylor

46 Music & AV volunteers serve
across our campuses.

Leading the music ministry and having the opportunity to lead the church in worship
brings great joy to my life. I love that I am not alone in this and that I have an incredible
team by my side. Thank you to all the amazing musicians, vocalists, and techies who
log many hours learning, training, and preparing for Sunday morning services. You give
so much to this ministry and I cannot thank you enough. I look forward to continuing to
grow as a group in the coming year.

- Pastor Joel VanDasselaar

Giving time and using talents
"I am honoured to be able to serve on the A/V team at Southgate. To be
able to serve God and support all of the talented people who lead us in
worship and teach every week is a real privilege. Its also my pleasure to
be able to serve in Kidville GROW program on Wednesday nights – what
a joy to see young lives changed weekly!"
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- Robin Berard, A/V Volunteer

"I love the fact that I am surrounded
by amazingly talented musicians.
When I look back at the musical growth I have
experienced, I am amazed at how much of a
blessing the worship team has become in my life."
- Blair Sunderland, Music Volunteer

Becoming part
of the family
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Uniting with the vision
of Southgate
This year we had 58 people take their first
step in commitment to the church by signing
Unite 101 and finding a place on one of our
volunteer teams. It’s incredible to see new
people stepping into the work that God has
them doing at the church. We appreciate all
of your hard work and dedication to serving in
the Southgate family.

Growing faithful,
passionate followers of Jesus

Every week 190 adults are connecting in 24 different groups.
Two new groups launched this year and now our groups spread as far as
Barrhaven, Metcalfe and Hainsville. LifeGroups continue to be the best
way to get connected to a smaller community that you can do life
together with. Community, care and discipleship all take place in this
setting and it is where we can grow to be more like Jesus. If you haven't
joined a group yet, take a step and try one out!

-Pastor Matthew Gates
In addition to the Marriage Class and the Financial Class we added a new
Christian Basics Class this year. This class dives into the foundations of
our belief and seeks to give detailed answers to some of the fundamental
questions of: Who God is, what it means to be human, what sin is, and
how we can be “saved”. 20 people have taken it and from there we have
seen baptisms, deeper and richer prayer life, next steps in faith and
decisions to unite with Jesus!

-Pastor Kevin Gay

"The Christian
Basics Class

inspired me to really take
ownership of my own
spiritual formation."
-Karen Kleiss

Inspiring life
around us
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Locally and Globally
Some of the #SouthgateInspires Projects this
year included 500 Socks being donated for Big
Brothers Big Sisters, park clean up, meals for
the local OPP, support provided to Naomi's
House women's shelter, 14 Christmas hampers
for the House of Lazarus, 400lbs of food
donated to the Salvation Army, over $9000 of
supplies and donations came in for Hope
House & First Steps Centre in Ukraine.

Wood Ministry

Partnering with families through meeting tangible needs
A big thank you to all who have gave their time and prayers to making wood ministry a
priority. With your support we were able to chop, split and deliver roughly 160 face cords
of wood worth $16,000 to help support 12 families over the last winter. Some received a
single load during a difficult time, and for others it literally means they are able to afford
to live in their house for another year.
Relationships are built between the volunteers over coffee and lunch breaks, cracking
jokes or breaking a sweat. We are thankful that God is able to use us for this ministry, for
our saftey and for how he provides the wood through chairitable giving from a local
arborist. We ask you would pray that the wood would come in plenty, last longer than it
should, for the over all safety of the volunteers. Most of all that the care receivers would
come to know Jesus through this ministry.

-Nathan McEwen

-Michelle Bezanson

Wood you pray
with us?

We are in need of 150
face cords of wood for
the upcoming heating
season. Pray that it
would be available.

Missions

Inspiring life around the world through
the people of Southgate.
It has been an incredible year Inspiring Life around the world
through our world mission partners and organizations.

This past April, nine people represented Southgate by taking our
first ever short term missions trip to Ukraine to work with Hope
House and First Steps Centre. It was transformative in so many
ways. Stay tuned for more opportunities to go abroad through
our Inspire Life trips.
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Did you know that Southgate budgets nearly $50,000 dollars to
reach the lost and care for the less fortunate both locally and
around the world? Not only does Southgate partner financially
with organizations, but you the church stepped up to sponsor
over 100 kids through Compassion Canada! Through our Inspire
Sundays along with child sponsorships the people of Southgate
give over $100,000.00 every year to Inspire Life in others!

90

New Commandment Ministries
Bringing the love of Jesus to the lonely & most vulnerable
within Southgate since September 2012.

We use good works in an open-ended commitment to show our Care Receivers there is
someone who cares. Over the past 7 years we have faithfully been serving and our
Lord continues to bless our efforts. The Ministry currently has 24 members faithfully
serving 6 Care Receivers. Each year our members invest a combined 1,152 hours, over
8,000 hours since inception, of their time to answer God’s calling. Although many of us
initially started working in this Ministry as an act of service, the friendships we have
built over this time are an unexpected reward. This coming year New Commandment
Ministries hope to expand our service beyond the walls of the church and into the
greater North Grenville community. I know as we continue to faithfully serve, our Lord
will walk hand in hand with us and I continue to pray that His will be done.

-Jeff Hayward, New Commandments

John 13:34-35
“A new command I give you: Love one another.
As I have loved you, so you must love one another.
By this everyone will know that you are my disciples,
if you love one another.”

Young Adults

Opening up the Bible, engaging in
conversation, and asking tough questions.
It has been a great year for our Young Adults as they grow closer
to God and each other through learning and serving together.
Monday nights, a group of about 25 YA’s and 6 leaders get
together to open up the Bible, engage in conversation, and ask
tough questions. One of the hearts behind Young Adults is
learning to serve others in the community. We have continued
our partnership with MALTA to help put on lunch for various
communities in assisted living. This has proven to be a blessing
for those in the community, as well as the Young Adults. My time
with the Young Adults has been great, and I look forward to
seeing where this group is headed!
Looking back at my first year on staff, it has been a year full of
adjustments for our family as moved to new home, taken on a
new job, with new roles, and welcomed a new member to our
family. On behalf of Gab, Judah and Ezra, I want to thank you
Southgate for welcoming us into your family! It has been
incredible to partner with God and you, to see lives changed.
We are excited for what God has in store!

-Pastor Kevin Gay

“It is a privilege to be a part of facilitating
a space and community that encourages
spiritual growth, new relationships,
and an all around good time.”
-Paul and Kayla Chapman
YA Leaders
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AMPED
Student Ministries
“Every Tuesday night I see God at work in the
lives of our youth. Their journey can be
difficult in this phase but I am so blessed by
the kids when they can truly be themselves
with us. It’s an even greater joy witnessing
their growth in Christ.”

-Amy Overton

Amped Leader

Leading the Next Generation, together.
AMPED Student Ministries

I have been blessed by the support of an amazing leadership team at AMPED. Our team grew
with 5 new leaders this year with a total of 20 leaders investing in the lives of our students each
week. These are the people who truly deserve all the credit. These leaders often give of their
time, resources, weekends, and vacations to be in relationship with our students. I continue to be
inspired by this group and I am grateful for all they do and for their love and support. We
consider it a privilege to serve alongside each of you. Thanks for making this team feel like a
family.
Rachel and I wish to say thank you to the people of Southgate for another great year in ministry.
Thank you for providing us with the opportunity to serve in this church and in this community.
What an exciting time it is to be apart of what God is doing here at the church. We look forward
to the year ahead under the leading and guidance of our Lord and Saviour.
- Pastor Joel Vandasselaar

Intentional conversations
One of the many highlights at AMPED this year was the Mother/Daughter event. The first in a
series of events designed to equip and encourage parents, as well as to provide them with an
opportunity to have intentional and meaningful conversations with their children on difficult,
yet important topics. We are looking forward to continuing to host these events to help
families grow closer together as they navigate the teen years.

"I serve as an Amped leader
because I have a passion for
teaching young people a love
for Jesus and the Bible."
-Nic Soontiens
Amped Leader

Serving in North Dundas
And North Grenville
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AMPED Students are always looking for ways to
love their community. For the 5th straight year we
partnered with the Wood Ministry, the Salvation
Army and new this year House of Lazarus for
local missions projects.

"Amped is amazing, the
leaders are wonderful, it
really has been life
changing."
-Hailey Mason, AMPED Student

80 Students regularly
attend AMPED in
Kemptville and
Winchester

Helping Students Know Jesus

"Being involved with youth ministry at Southgate has been really rewarding for
me. I’ve had the privilege of serving alongside an amazing group of men and
women with a heart for God and a passion for the next generation. I look
forward to Tuesdays not only because of the fun atmosphere, great friends and
wings, but also for the opportunity to speak God’s truth into the
lives of students and to mentor them in their walk."

- Joel Shepherd, AMPED Leader

Kidville makes my heart happy
Being back working at Southgate after maternity leave has solidified my
passion to see more kids know they are loved, to tell them about Jesus, and to
walk with those in our care as they grow in their faith. The environments that
we have, the curriculum we get to teach, the communities we are connected
to, and most of all the people I get to work with are just the best! There is
always something fun happening in Kidville and I have so many great
memories from this past year!
A few that stand out moments were hearing so mnay kids who wanted to Unite
their lives with Jesus at Sports Camp, and having the privilege of hearing my
own daughter Ruby make that decision this year as well. We were so excited!

Always better working together
I am so thankful for all the amazing people choosing to inspire life around them
in our younger generation. After big events like Sports Camp, Kidville Christmas
Party, March Break Day and Easter, I am overwhelmed with how amazing it is to
work with a volunteer team! Together we are making a difference for God’s
kingdom as we help kids grow in their faith. The key is small groups - the smaller
the groups, the better the relationships

Continuing to build strong teams
To build into our kids and help them grow.

I am very excited to continue building our Kidville volunteer teams that are
effective and loving what they do. We will be rolling out a new method for
certifying volunteers in child protection policies and procedures. We want to
increase understanding about salvation and baptism for kids.
God is continually calling me to seek out what we can do to be more effective
in helping kids understand that they are created in God’s image and what
Jesus has done for us.

-Lindsay Shepherd, Kidville Coordinator

"You can make new friends and you
don't have to be shy. Everyone has a
part to play in Kidville, and it's our
church. You learn lessons about
God and we always party."

-Lily Johnson , Grade 3

Kids make up 25% of Southgate

15 Leaders every week giving their time to invest in their small group of kids and help them
grow in faith and friendships, and have a ton of fun!
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150 kids came to Sports Camp in 2018
80 kids came to our Wednesday night Kidville Grow
50 Kids participated in our Christmas Plays
30 kids made the decision to Unite their lives with Jesus

Shoutout to Kate Wolf for
lending her creative talents
and time and doing an
amazing job with her muchadmired stage sets in
Kemptville!

7 Years
of Sports Camp
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Resuming in 2020

I can’t wait until our construction is
complete and we can bring Sports
Camp back in 2020. Mostly I am
excited for all the lessons I will learn
along with the kids and volunteers as
we explore what God does in us to
change the world around us.

162 Amazing Volunteers

SPECIAL Thanks to Deanna Davidson & John Reimer for putting on an excellent production,
and to all the kids for memorizing and performing!
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The volunteers that serve the kids and families at both Kemptville and Winchester
are so inspiring! It is always amazing to see long-time people who love and play
with the toddlers while their parents are in church, to the newest volunteers who
LOVE being with the babies, to those patient and brave people who bring 10-20
preschoolers and kinders into a circle and teach them… not to mention those
willing to take on the mayhem of school aged kids and have a great time with their
group on Sundays or Wednesdays!

Every Sunday we have an
average of 40 volunteers
serving in Kidville in
Kemptville and Winchester

We added the Sensory Room
to Sunday mornings in
Kemptville, with the help of
Victoria Deschiffart, Marina
McEwen, Mallory Skinner,
and Amy Morris.

Sensory Room Addition

“The sensory room opens up a place for children that might be a bit more sensitive and
help them feel like they are welcomed. It is truly a joy to be able to see children learn about
the Gospel in a way that speaks to them uniquely. They can take breaks when
overwhelmed, they have a quiet space, and are able to feel empowered. We can have one
on one discussions in smaller group settings and bring the curriculum to them in a way
they understand a bit better. Having a room like this has blessed many families as well.
Parents feel less anxious about their children and are more likely to come to service
themselves knowing their child is cared for in the way they need to be.”

- Marina McEwen, Kidville Volunteer

Inspiring life through Kidville

This year our kids took initiative to inspire others around them.

First Steps Centre in Odessa, raised $120 for 2 days of
after school activities for kids
Dropped off a big donation to the Kemptville Food
Bank from our Christmas party
Cleaned all the nursery toys and walls
Donated aprons and a painting to Bayfield Manor

"Kidville is just
so much fun!

I love getting to know the
amazing kids in our church.
We laugh and talk and play
fun games. We also have
serious talks about real-life
applicable messages and
share our experiences to
learn from one another."
-Anita McKee,
Kidville Volunteer

Deeper Waters
Building
Project
Kemptville Campus
Thank you Southgate for all of your prayers, your
generosity
and your support. To date $1,575,073 has been given for
this project!
Our Building Committee Volunteers, Project Managers Jeff
Breedon and Daryl Last along with our Fundraising Committee
have been working hard behind the scenes. We are starting
the construction phase with a Groundbreaking service on
Sunday, May 26. Please continue to pray for all aspects of this
project as we start the next stage.

TOTAL GIVINGS
TOTAL EXPENSES
FUNDS ON HAND

$1,575,073
$374,621
$1,200,452

2018/2019
Financial
Summary

2018/2019
Year End
Balance
Sheet

2019/20
Proposed
General
Financial
Budget

ANNUAL MEETING

MONDAY,
MAY 27 7PM
AT THE KEMPTVILLE CAMPUS

SOUTHGATE CHURCH

