STUDY GUIDE
August 14
STAY IN THE LOOP
Announcements
●

Sports camp begins next week! (Sunday August 21)

START WITH PRAYER

Use this Prayer Prompt
Pray that we would be a people that are unified in heart and mind,
while maintaining our diversity. Pray that we would be centred on our
faith and desire to be shaped by Christ.

STUDY THE BIBLE

Think through and discuss your reactions as you read through Scripture:

Ephesians 1:9-10
Ephesians 2:14
Ephesians 4:15
Ephesians 4:25-32
Ephesians 6:10-12

STIR UP DISCUSSION
How does this week’s teaching affect me personally?
1. When you think of a church community, what do you think
unity looks like?
2. We talked about speaking truth in love, what do you think this
looks like practically? (Quote from Tim Keller after the next
steps)
3. Have you ever tried to pray for people that you are in conflict
with? How do you think this would affect your relationship
with one another?

4. How can keeping Christ at the centre of our relationships and
conversations help us find unity with others that we disagree
with? How can this be an opportunity to show truth in love?

STEP INTO ACTION

Let’s try to apply this by taking some Next Steps.
1. Are there seeds of disunity in your heart? Are you actively working
against someone or a group of people in the Church? (Capitol C
Church) Take some time to think about whether or not this is you.
Ask God to search your heart, and submit to what God reveals.
Maybe you’re not in conflict with an individual, maybe there are
certain groups or other local churches that you struggle with.
Ask God to remove any hostility towards them.
2. Seek to find unity with people. Reconcile with people, forgive, find
common ground in Christ. Remember that unity does not mean
uniformity. Reconciling and forgiving does not mean that you
have to look the same. It does mean that you will seek other’s
well-being, and challenge each other to follow Jesus more
closely.
3. Read the book of Ephesians for encouragement.

“Love without truth is sentimentality; it supports and affirms us but keeps us in
denial about our flaws. Truth without love is harshness; it gives us information
but in such a way that we cannot really hear it. God's saving love in Christ,
however, is marked by both radical truthfulness about who we are and yet also
radical, unconditional commitment to us. The merciful commitment strengthens
us to see the truth about ourselves and repent. The conviction and repentance
moves us to cling to and rest in God's mercy and grace.” - Tim Keller

