STUDY GUIDE

June 21
START WITH PRAYER

Use this Prayer Prompt

Thank You for creating us for

more than simply getting through life. Thank You for sending Jesus so
that we might experience life to the full. As we discuss today's
message, help us to be honest about the things that are stealing life
from us and the ways we have been looking for fulfillment apart from
You. Give us ears to hear the voice of the Good Shepherd. Help us to
recognize Your leading, trust Your guidance, and experience the peace,
purpose, and wholeness that only You can provide. Teach us what it
means to follow You more closely this week.

STUDY THE BIBLE

Think through and discuss your reactions as you read through Scripture:

e John10:10-18, 27
e Psalm23:1-3
e Matthew 11:28-30

STIR UP DISCUSSION

How does this week's teaching affect me personally?

1. When you think about "the life you've always wanted," what
comes to mind? How has your understanding of a good and
meaningful life changed over the years?

2. Jesus warns that there are things that steal, kill, and destroy
life. What are some of the most common "life thieves" in our
culture today? Which ones seem to be the most difficult for
Christians to recognize?

3. The sermon suggested that even good things can become
unhealthy when they take God's place in our lives. Have you



ever experienced a good thing becoming an ultimate thing?
What happened?

4. Many people today wear busyness like a badge of honor. Why
do you think our culture values being busy so highly? How
might busyness keep us from experiencing the abundant life
Jesus promises?

5. Jesus presents Himself as a shepherd, not merely a teacher or
rule-giver. How does the image of a shepherd shape your
understanding of what God desires for His people?

6. The sermon ended by asking: "Am | truly following Jesus, or
simply admiring Him from a distance?" What do you think is
the difference between those two approaches to faith?

Let’s try to apply this by taking some Next Steps.
1. What is currently stealing life from me?

Whether it is anxiety, comparison, busyness, distraction, bitterness, or
something else, write it down and bring it before God in prayer
throughout the week.

2. Create Space for the Shepherd

Choose three times this week to intentionally slow down and spend
10-15 minutes with God.

Read Scripture, pray, journal, take a prayer walk, or simply sit quietly
before Him. Focus on listening rather than accomplishing.

3. What is one practical step | can take this week to
follow Jesus more closely?

It may be restoring a neglected spiritual habit, making a difficult but
necessary decision, reconnecting with Christian community, forgiving
someone, or surrendering an area of your life that has been competing
with God for first place.
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